Manga

Need a ghct? Need a il

brary shelf? Need a whole |L'3rar9?




What is Manga

Manga originated in Japan from centuries-old art traditions, evolving into modern comics influenced by both
Japanese and Western styles.

e The word manga (J& H]) combines man (‘“whimsical” or “entertaining”) and ga (“pictures”).

e Its roots trace back to 12th—13th century picture scrolls like Chojii-giga, which used sequential images to tell
humorous stories.

e In the 18th—19th centuries, artists like Hokusai popularized the term manga with sketchbooks of playful drawings.

e Modern manga as we know 1t—multi-panel comics with speech balloons—emerged in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, influenced by Western comic strips and Japanese publications.

o After World War 11, Osamu Tezuka (creator of Astro Boy) revolutionized manga with cinematic storytelling, laying the
foundation for 1ts global popularity.

S0, manga’s “origin story” is a blend of ancient Japanese art, Edo-period sketches, Western comic influences, and
postwar innovation, making it both deeply traditional and strikingly modern.

+ Rabbit Hole Project: Dig deep and uncover and share the bigger origin storg of this format of communication!
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Danger Waming

s As with all comic books, not all manga is suitable

for «all ages”

* Big eyes, Plawcul characters, or bright covers

clon”t necessar! Yy mean the storg IS w]nolesome.

Some series with “innocent” artwork explore

clark, violent, or sexual themes.

o Safest titles: Pokémon; Platoon; Yo-Kai Watch:
Kirbg Manga Mania; Unicom:Awakening;
Cinnamoroll; Legencl of Zelda; Barakamon;
Young Miss Holmes; Hikaru no Go; Cowal: HaPPH
Happg Clover; Yotsubaé&!




Where Manga links into English Language Arts

© Exploration of text and s’torg that dcepens sllie understanclingsl

+ Shows how text is understood cligerentlg clel:)ending on worldviews

and Persl:)ectives

o These are texts that are socia”g, c:t,tl’ct,trangJ geograplnica”g and

historica”g constructed.

+ Shows how language shapes ideas and influences others while also

bringing in visual suPPorts/ inspiraton!
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l BUKU KOMIK ELEX MEDIA KOMPUTINDO

T : g ,
Q i. One Piece is worth reaclmg because it’s an epic,

' L) : character-driven adventure that blends hear’g
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Ll /) 27

‘f}},_\_ i A W L humour, and higl%stakes storgte”ing better than
ROMANCE DAWN almost any |ong~running series. It follows Monkeg
D. Lugg and his diverse crew as theg chase big

dreams. cha”enge irjustice, and Zrow together

through unForgettable arcs. The worlclbuilcling E

massive yet cohesive, filled with mysteries, unique

islands, and meaningﬂﬂ themes about freedom. E

Frienclship, and ﬁghting oPPression. Despite its ;

Ieng’ch, the emotional Pagogs, creative battles, and

steacly character development make it incrediblg

rewarcling. Readers stag for the |aug]15——~but stag
The best selling manga of all time

and has enough volumes for its
own shelf insPiration embedded in every voyage.

even longer for the clcl:)th, surPrises, and genuine




Naruto 1s com Pe”i ng, because it mixes hi g]q»-
energy action with a cleeplg emotional coming-

omc~age story. It follows Naruto Uzumaki, an

uncJerclog ostracized bﬂ his vi ”agq as he works

to earn resl:)ect and pursue his dream of

becoming Hokage. Along the way, the series
explores themes of perseverance, loneliness,
Frienclshil:), and the cgcle of hatred, giving its
battles real emotional weight. The world is rich |
with ninja traclitions,jutsu systems, and Poli’tical
tensions that add ciel:)th to every conflict.
Readers connect with its ﬂawecl, relatable
characters and the way tlﬁeg Zrow through
hardship. Narutodelivers excitement, hear’t,

and a message about never giving up.
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Together with one piece and
Naruto are known as the big three
because the sales of them
effectively let manga reach a
western audience

f’)leach hooks readers with its stglish blend of

sul:)ematural action, mgsterg, and character-driven
drama. It follows lchigo Kurosaki, a teenager who

unexl:)ectecuy becomes a Soul Reape" and must

protect both the living world and the afterlife from
Aangerous sl:)irits. The series stands out for its sleek
aesthetic, intense battles, inventive powers, and
memorable cast—each with their own motivations and
secrets. As the story exl:)ancls into the Soul Society
and beyond, the stakes rise and the lore cleepens,
"e\/ealing Complex hierarchies and moral gray areas.

{

leach is ideal for readers who love Fast~Pacecl action,

cool worlclbuilding) and a story Iagerecl with identitg
and clesting.
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| Hunter X Hunter IS a masterclass i storgte”mg : -

that blends aclventure strategg, and emotlonal

del:)th. It follows Gon Freecss, a bog seekmg hls
father, a legenclarg Hunter, and explores
themes of trienclship, moralitg, and ambition.
Unlike typical shonen series, it subverts
expectations with coml:>|e>< characters,

unPreclictable Plot twists, and intricate power

systems ike Nen. Each arc feels fresh, ranging,

From tt‘nri”ing tournaments to dark Psgchological

battles. The series chal eNnges viewers with

Philosophical questions while deli\/ering intense

action and heartfelt moments. If you enjog

lagerecl narratives, clever tactics, and

Some of the best world building character-driven drama, Hunter x Hunter offers i
and most in depth power systems i :
an un orgettable experience.
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Is series contains extreme violence, gore, and mature themes.
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Attack on Titan is a dark, gripl:)ing anime that
combines intense action with Promcouncl themes of

freedom, survival, and moralitg. Set in a world

where humanity s on the brink of extinction, walled

| mamt

ot from glant man-eating Titans, it follows Eren

- ™ ." - ] 4 ’ , 2’ P a .._ s\ _. ;.. 5 A ‘ & -;< « " 2,

Yeager and his friends as t'ﬂegjoin the ﬁg}wt to

reclaim their world. The series stands out for its
s]ﬁocking twists, lagercd characters, and

exploration of political intrieue and human nature.
P g

With breathtak ng animation, relentless tension,

and P]ﬁilosoplﬂical depth, Attack on Titan is

Pemcect For those who crave a storg that

cha”enges expectations and |<e<:|:>s you

questioning until the end.

Attack on titan is considered one
of the best
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S This series contains extreme violence, gore, and mature themes.

Chainsaw Man is a bolcl, unpredictagre anime that

mixes brutal action with dark humor and raw

emotion. It follows Denii, a destitute teenager who
Ji

merges with his pet devil to become Chainsaw Man,

gaining chainsaw powers N exchange for his heart.
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The series stands out for its grittg tone, shocking
twists, and exploration of human desires—love,
survival, and Freeclom——-against a backclrop of

grotesque devils and relentless clanger. With stglish
animation, complex characters, and themes that

cha”enge traditional shonen tropes, Chainsaw Man

IS Pemcect for viewers who crave sometlﬂing eclgg,

Very gore heavy and dark themes
but also insanely fun (similar to
jujitsu kaisen above)

chao‘tic, and cleeplg human beneath the blood-
soaked surface.

W R B YU
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= This series contains extreme violence, gore, a nd mature themes. &

Berserk is a dark, mature el:)ic that explores

themes of ambi‘cion, fate, and the human
struggle against overwhelming odds. It follows
Guts, a lone mercenary with unmatched skill,
whose lite becomes entwined with Grhcﬁth, a
charismatic leader with grancl ambitions. Set in
a brutal medieval world filled with war,
]:Jetragal, and demonic Forces) Berserk stands
out for its deep Psgchological complexitg,
moral ambiguity, and hauntinglg beautiful yet
violent storyte”ing. With stunning art and a

narrative that questions the nature of power

Berserk... makes the past 3 that all
have brutal murder scenes look
like Sesame Street so keep away
from kids

and sacrifice, Berserk is Pemcect for those

seeking a raw, emotiona”9 intense tale that

Pushes the boundaries of Fantasg.



Haikguu!! IS an exhilarating sports anime that
caPtures the sPirit of teamwork, perseverance, and
Personal growth tlﬂrough the lens of l’niglﬂ school
vo”egba”. It follows Slﬂogo Hinata, a determined
Plager with big dreams clesl:)ite his short stature,
and his riva|r9~tum<-:cl~|:>artnerslqiP with the
talented setter Kagegama. The series shines with
its clgnamic animation, strategjc gameplag, and

emo’tiona”g Clﬂargecl character arcs, making every

match feel like a battle of wills. Begoncl the sport,

Haikguu!! explores themes of resilience,
camaraderie, and clﬂasing goals against all odds. If
you love insPiring stories with heart-l:)ouncling
action and relatable characters, this anime is a

m ust~watc|1 \

In other news we have a good

sports story
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Mob Psgcho 100 1s a un?que blend of

supematural action, heartfelt storyte”ing and

quirkg humor. It follows Shigeo “Mob”
Kageyama, a seeminglg orclinarg bog with
overwhelming Psgchic powers, as he struggles
to live a normal life and control his emotions.
The series stands out for its striking art stgle,
fluid animation, and cleep themes about
icjentitg, selmc—-worth, and human connection.

While |:>ac|<ecl with explosive battles and

Dsyclﬂic showclowns, its true strength lies in
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emotional CléPtl’l and character growtlﬁ. Ik you

erxjog stories that mix absurd comeclg with

Pro?ouncl life lessons andjaw—-&ropl:)ing

visua|s, Mob Psgcho 100 is a must-watch.




Record of Ragnarok s an intense, high-stakes battle

] anime that Pits humanity against go&s in a tournament to

decide mankind’s fate. When the gocls deem lﬁumani’cg

{

unworthg of survival, the Valkgries pPropose a final chance:

15 humans versus 13 gods in one-on-one duels. The series

stands out for its ePic, larger—-than—-life ﬁghts, creative

matchups, and emotional backstories that explorc

resilience, ingenuity, and sl:)irit. Each battle ble

human

1ds

mgthologg, ]ﬂistorg) and strategy, making it both t

and thought-lorovoking. Is you love dramatic showdow 1S,

goc”g powers, and stories that celebrate humanitg’s wil

qri”ing

fto

survive, Record of Ragnarok 's a must-watch.

Cool interpretations of mythology
and historical figures fighting to
the death
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Kagug&-sama: | ove is War is a clever romantic

{

comeclg that turns love into a Psgclﬂologica.

battlefield. It follows Kaguya Shinomiga and
Miguld Shirogane, two elite student council

{

members who are secretlg in love—but too

Proucl to confess. Instead, tlﬁcg engage in
hilarious mind games, each trying to make the
other admit first. The series shines with sharp

humor, witty clialogue, and over~the~tol:>

strategies that Paroclg romance troPes.
Beneath the comeclg, it explores \/ulnerabili‘cyJ
Pricle, and the Complexities of relationships. 1
you erjog smart, |augh~out~|oucl storgtc”ing

with heartwarming moments, Love 1s War is an
absolute gem. Fun romcom




Considering it held number one on
one of the biggest anime sites for
over 10 vears
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Fullmetal Alchemist is a cleepig emotional and

inte”ectua”g rich anime that blends action,

Philosophg) and World—-building into a masterl:)iece. It

follows brothers |

3

=dward and Alphonse .___Iric, who

commit the forbidden act of human transmutation,

|osing their bodies in the process. Their quest to

restore themselves leads them into a world of alchem%

Political intrigue, and moral dilemmas. The series

ex lores themes omc sacriﬁce the \/alue cnc lhce a d the
P ) )

consequences of ambition, all while clelivering t‘ﬂri”ing

battles ancl umcorgettable characters. it you |ove

stories with heart, mystery, and Promcouncl cluestions

about1

~ullmetal Alchemist is essential

numanity, |

View] ng,
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Dandadan is a wild, genre»-blencling ride that

fuses supernatural horror) sci~ﬁj and rom-
com into one thri”ing Package. It follows
Momo Ayase, a girl who believes in glﬁosts but
not aliens, and Okarun, a bog who believes in
aliens but not ghosts. Their worlds collide
when theg encounter both—and gain bizarre
powers in the process. The series stands out

]COI” its b”ealmeck PaClﬂg)JBW*-ClFOPPlﬂg af't

and hilarious get heartfelt character
clgnamlcs. With over—-the-tol:) battles, creepy
entities, and tender emotional beats,
Dandadan is Pemcect for fans who crave
chaos comedgj and creativitg all rolled into

one unForgettable experlence
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Black Clover is an action~Pac|<ecl Fantasg anime that
celebrates perseverance and rivalrg. it follows Asta,
a bog born without magjc in a world where magjc Is
evergthing and his rival Yuno, a Procligg blessed with
Immense power. Determined to become the Wizard
King, Asta compensates for his lack of magjc with
relentless training and a rare anti-magjc sword. The
series shines with its high—-energg battlesJ creative
magjc systems, and themes of hard wor|<, Frienclshil:),
and never gving up. 1 you love underclog stories,
intense rivalries, and e?ic magical showdowns, Black

Clover delivers a thri”'ng and insl:)iring experience.
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Frieren: Beyoncl Joumey’s Endisa beauti”

i ntrospective fa ntasy that explores life,

e

o — e — L — e o —

- Jl..,,;;mr < Bnd 3 memory, and the passage of time. After

ourney s

clfnceating the Demon King with her Partg,

Frieren—a long—-lived elf mage~—~¥aces the
r- v

quiet aftermath of wctorg. As decades pass,

she realizes how peeting human lives are and

S

embarks on ajoumeg to understand emotions,

connections, and what her compaﬂions tru|9
meant to her. The series stands out for its
gentle Pacingy stunning art, and Prcncouncl
themes of g,rieﬁ legacg) and cherishing the

nehito Yamada —<uz , , ;
N g P 72 Present. l? you love emotlonal storgte”mg Wltl’l

magical undertones, Frieren offers a cleeplg

moving exl:)erience.
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Fist of the North Staris a legenclarg Post~

aPocalgptf c martial arts 5aga that combines raw

emotion with brutal action. Set in a desolate world

ravagecl bg nuclear war, it follows Kenshiro, a stoic

warrior ancJ master O]C the cleac”g Ho|<uto 5]’1in|<en

teclmic]ue, as he protects the weak and seeks

- | vengeance against those who wrongecﬂ him. Famous

for its iconic “You're alrcaclg dead’ line and

explosive combat, £

he series explores themes of
P

Justice, survivaL and humanitg in a lawless

wasteland. If you love classic anime with intense

]:)attles, ungorgettab

le catchph rases, and a grittg,

3 ’ g | .
emotional narrative, Fist of the North Star is

essential viewing




ne Wolf and Cub is a timeless samura; ePic that

lends intense action with Pro?ouncl themes of
onor, vengeance, and fatherhood. It follows
Ogami Itto, the shogun’s former executioner, who
becomes an assassin-for-hire after beiﬂg framed

for treason. Traveling with his young son Daigoro

a babg cart, Ogam seecks revenge against the clan
that betrage& him. The series stands out for its

cinematic storgte”ing H:)h'losol:)hical clepth) and

utal 961: Poetic sword ‘gghts. It explores moralitg,

ogaltg, and survival in feudal Jal:)an. hcyou love
\ grittg, character-driven tales with emotional weight

and stunning historical cletail, | one Wolf and Cub

is essential.
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\/agaboncl IS 3 breathtakmgasterplece'that Combmeé stunnmg arfwork with Promcouncl
storgte“ing. It reimagines the life of legenclarg swordsman Miyamoto MusashiJ exploring themes

of st”engtlﬁ, purpose, and selF~di5coverg. Unlike tgpical action manga, \/agaboncl delves into

*nlosophg and human nature, Portraymg battles not Just as Phgs:cal struggles but as

existential ones. Takehiko Inoue’s art is w'delg regarclecl as some of the best in manga hlstorg,

with cinematic panels and meticulous detail. If you crave a storg that is both V|sua||3 sl:)ectacular

{

and emotional.g clecl:) \/agaboncl ogers an ungorgettable Joum69 into thc—: soul 01(: a warrior and

the meanmg of lite.

o e——

This series contains extreme violence, gore, and mature themes.
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Manga Unit Project lcleas/ Rabbit Holes to ex[:)iore:

Cultural lclentitg & Global Perspectives Through Manga
Prcﬂect Idea: Research how manga reflects Japanese (or Candian or otiier) cultural Values, iiistorg, and social Issues, then Present how

these Perspectives expand students’ unclerstancling of global literature.

Focus:

RePresentation of ?amilg, honor, gencﬂer roles) or societal pressures.
Historical influences (Post~WWll Japan, modernization, globalization).

How manga contributes to worlcl literature ancl cha”enges Western literarg clominance.

Visual Rhetoric & Storytelling in Manga

e Project Idea: Explore how manga uses visual language (panels, pacing, symbolism, character design) to tell stories, and compare this to literary devices in traditional texts.

e Focus:
o How panel layout creates rhythm and tone.
o Symbolism in art (e.g., exaggerated expressions, use of nature imagery).
o Reader engagement through multimodal storytelling. |
‘What Manga did we miss?!1?]
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